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have said so a bit more loudly when the Nazi avalanche began to move
and should have acted before it had got too weighty to be stopped.
The fact of the matter was that Mr. Chamberlain was courageous
enough to attempt, at the eleventh hour, since he became Prime
Minister only in May 1937, just a fortnight after I had reached Berlin,
to grasp the nettle which everybody else had been too scared to touch
with their finger-tips. The policy of treating Hitler as a joke, of
abusing the Nazis and treating them as outcasts and at the same time
of sitting still and doing nothing, had proved a dismal failure. Mr.
Chamberlain felt that something had to be tried to save civilization
from slipping over the abyss. He realized the fact, which the anti-
appeasers seemed unable to do, that there was something rotten in the
state of France, and that little reliance could be placed upon her alleged
strength and vitality. British rearmament in 1937 was largely in the
shadow category. He consequently endeavoured to use conciliation
to persuade die Nazis to abandon their resolve to use force and to sit
round a table with a view to negotiating. He may have been lacking
in personal charm and that conciliatory manner so useful to a politician
in a democratic House of Commons, but he was an honest and brave
man. By an unjust world he has been labelled and maligned as the
arch-appeaser in the false significance which has been given to that
word. That is the way of a world which is always ready to worship its
destroyers, such as Alexander, Caesar, or Napoleon, but finds little time
to pay tribute to its saviours and peacemakers. Personally I honour
him, and always shall, not only for his courage, capacity for responsi-
bility, and disregard of public criticism, but because I still believe that
the experiment of negotiating with Germany had to be tried, that we
would never have entered the war as a united Empire in 1938 as we did
in 1939, and that it was by the mercy of Providence that we were not
plunged into war in 1938.
As for Czechoslovakia itself, if it erects a statue to some foreign
statesman in Prague it should be that of Mr. Chamberlain. That it
will not do so is merely one of the normal ironies of life and due to
that human predilection just mentioned above for its destroyers rather
than for its saviours. What resistance could the Czechs have offered to
the German war machine in 1938? That was no minor consideration
in my mind at that time. The Austrian Anschluss had radically
modified the Czech military situation. Their Maginot line and mountain
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